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by Professor Arthur L, Smith, Jr,, is the first in a series of papers 
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published works include Rhetoric of Black Revolution , Rhetoric of 
Revolution , and Voice of Black Rhetoric . He is currently writing 
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Jntroductfon 



This monograph attempts to explore and explain communica- 
tion between different racial groups within the scope of existing 
communication theory. Our approach allows us to discuss trans- 
racial communication in terms which are familiar to students and 
scholars of human communication. What is unique, however, is 
the emphasis on communication within transracial contexts. Such 
a discussion seeks to add to our knowledge of interpersonal com- 
munication by examining the constraints and pressures existh g 
in transracial verbal interaction. 

The reader may, of course, question whether the constraints 
and pressures of interpersonal communication within transracial 
contexts are not applicable much more generally to all forms of 
human communication. But while the components of the communica- 
tion process remain the same, the strictures upon that process 
differs in transracial situations as opposed to intra-racial situa- 
tions. What we are talking about here is a concentrated effort to 
explore the process of communication as it occurs not between 
people of the same race but between different racial groups. In so 
doing the whole question of race and culture as variables in 
effective verbal interaction is asked once more. The reader might 
want to reflect on his own attempts to communicate with members 
of another race. Occasionally, we do well and at other times there 
seem to be barriers betwixt us and the other fellow. Although this 
condition may and does arise in intra-racial communication, it is 
never so sharp as in interracial contexts. 

Since little has been done in this area up to now, it would be 
presumptuous indeed to claim that this small monograph is de- 
finitive. Nor can it be claimed that we have identified through a 
heuristic development every possible direction for this area of study. 
Transracial communication is an exciting field, if for no other 
reason than that it offers hope for human problems. But this is 
not to suggest that we have provided the single panacea for diffi- 
culties which have troubled societies for years on end. We have 
not presented the solution. We have only begun to see clearly what 
the basic problems are, but that sight has led us to make some 
careful notations about interpersonal communication within trans- 
racial contexts. Now that our area of responsibility has been 
established, let it be said that we have attempted to contribute to 
the literature on interracial communication. Whether we have 
been successful or not remains to be seen, but we have put forth 
our ideas with good faith. And the reader will find in this dis- 
cussion an account of some characteristics of transracial com- 
munication which the author has found worthy of consideration as 
we seek to understand the constraints and pressures of inter- 
racial communication. 



